Family Space News (May 2017)
A word from Sarah.
Thank you for supporting the work of Family Space in ‘offering a helping hand with the ups and
downs of family life’. I get to meet so many people in
this job from all different walks of life from those who
help us support the families to those whose lives are
helped by the work we do. Each day is different as
each family is on a different journey. We couldn't make
a difference to the lives of the families in West Cheltenham without your support.. I look forward to all that is
to come over the coming months. Thank you again, Sarah

New Venture.
The Cheltenham Child Contact Centre currently offers
supported contact on a Saturday afternoon between
1.00 and 3.00pm. In case you don’t know the difference….
Supported contact is defined as in-centre supervision of the venue, while enabling a peaceful handover of the child from one parent to the other and supporting the contact within the centre when appropriate. No reports are written.
Supervised Contact is defined as a service where contact takes place in the constant presence of a
trained person with the direct responsibility to observe and ensure the safety of those involved.
We are beginning the process to offer Supervised Contact with the aim to have the assessment completed to gain accreditation needed by October 2017. This will cost us an investment of about £2,000
to pay for the accreditation and the staff time to get the process completed. However this will lead to
a small income generated as parents are charged per session for supervised contact rather than the
one of donation we request for supported contact.
Our recently appointed Contact Centre Advisory Team made up of local solicitors , community members and a magistrate have suggested we will receive a large amount of referrals offering this as a service and the National Association of Child Contact Centres also are very keen for us to provide this as a
centre as currently the nearest supervised contact centres are Birmingham or Bristol.

We hope to update you more about this and another exciting Contact Centre project at
this year’s AGM on Tuesday 19th September as well as a chane to hear other Family Space news.

Please save the date 7.30pm. You are all invited to attend!
www.familyspace.org.uk Charity Number 1116457 01242 580812 , Oasis Centre, Cassin Drive, GL51 7SY us@familyspace.org.uk

Summer Holidays 2017 We need your help! This year we want once again to provide low
cost activities for the whole family to enjoy as well as feeding families twice a week.

We want small groups within churches to provide food for a BBQ for a summer lunch on 4 Mondays in the
summer holidays. This will involve buying BBQ food (sausages, burgers and bread), cooking and serving the
food at Hesters Way Primary School at 12.00pm. BBQ provided. The dates we still have available are 31st July

and 21st August. We anticipate there being between 50-80 people each week. We already have in place an
organisation who will provide fruit throughout the morning, Please get in touch with Sarah Avery sarah@familyspace.org.uk to sign your group up or to find out more information. To volunteer in other ways
over the summer please get in touch or check our website for volunteering opportunities. We will also be
looking for donations of food for food parcels to help a struggling family feed their children over the holiday
period.

Did you know? Current statistics tell us that 3.5 million children are living in poverty in the UK today.
That’s approximately one in four children. For those families who are struggling financially, the holidays
bring with them even greater pressure. Children who are normally at school Monday-Friday are at home,
needing to be fed. That’s why at Family Space we with the help of local churches and business aim to feed
local families once or twice a week to help ease this pressure families find themselves under.

Match funding in place! Family Space is looking for the equivalent of 83 people to sign up to
give £10 a month. This will help meet our target of £10,000 match funding for the year of 201 raised from a
local business encouraging long term regular giving into
an organisation. So far I have 27 people giving the equivalent of £10 a month by standing order. We would love for
you to be a part of this group? Sign up today and help see
families lives changed in West Cheltenham. Your money

will go towards some of the projects described in this
newsletter.

